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areres memo 



5 May 1955 


TO: Ambassador Collins t American Embassy, Saigon, Tiet Ham 



FROM: Office of the Army Attache, American Embassy, Saigon, Viet Nam 

SUBJECT: Military Situation as of Night of 4 May 1955 

At noon 4 May General The ’ b troops, now under the command of Colonel Jr fa Pii 
repulsed a counter attack by two companies of Binh Xuyen in area SB of Khan Hoi 
Island* Aside from this action there has been no armed action on any of the 
three 7NA fronts since the battle in which General The was killed* 
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According to General Bon, there will probably be no more armed conflict for 
two or three days. Hour parachute battalions of the Parachute Group hare been 
withdrawn for rest. The's troops, and the Quang Trung group, are continuing 
with "mop upfl work in the recent battle areas and are trying to rest at the sgme 
time* 


About the 7th of May another enveloping action will be started, desired 
to penetrate deeper south of the canals, possibly 18 to 20 kilometers, in hopes 
the Binh Xuyen elements still remaining as military units can be destroyed or 
captured. It is estimated by PATH that possibly 1,000 Binh Xuyens still remain 
in organized military units* 

General Bon feels that most of the BLnh Xuyen units remaining after the 
battles of the first part of the week have broken up the individuals dispersed, 
as civilians, among the villages and through the countryside. He expects it 
to be difficult to round up the units that might be left, before they too disperse. 


General Bon showed disappointment over General The's battalions "stow up* 
in the first effort to circumvent the Binh laoyen east flank. It upset the 
whole schedule and plan to destroy the Binh Xuyen in the one envelopment* Strong 
resistance by the Binh Xuyen, fatigue of the troops and the untimely death of 
General The are held responsible for the slow up. 


general Bon stated that from the beginning of the operation to the present, 
officers of the French "Services Speciaux" have in conversations with him and 
Generals Minh and Ty attempted to advise and persuade the VNA to stop the 
operation by saying, "You are fitting your compatriots, don't be too merciless; 
you are over extending yourself, don't go too far," etc* General Bon said 
General Jaquot had pressed this same advice on him, but that FAVN and Minh were 
ignoring it completely - that they would continue with their own plans, which 
were to completely exterminate the Binh Xuyen* 





OHN F. GEBHABT 
Bt Colonel, GS 
Assistant Army Attache 
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